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:17 
BENNET 
We’ve both been part of a group of six senators—three Democrats and three Republicans—
who negotiated a bipartisan bill to put the Dreamers on a pathway to citizenship; to secure our 
boarders; to end what some call chain migration, what some call family reunification, for the 
Dreamers and their families themselves by eliminating the possibility of children of Dreamers 
sponsoring their parents. We’ve also changed the diversity lottery program and suggested we 
apply those visas to other purposes.  
1:02 
BENNET 
This was a four-month negotiation. It was a hard-fought negotiation. There was a lot of concern 
on the part of Democrats, and also Republicans, in the group to make sure we that we were 
able to families together, and that’s why one of the essential parts of our agreement was to 
provide a 3-year renewable work permit for the parents of Dreamers as well—putting a 
resolution for them into a future immigration bill.  
1:32 
BENNET 
I believe the agreement that we struck is not an agreement I would have written on my own, 
but it is an agreement, I think, that can pass the Senate with bipartisan support and can get 
more than 60 votes, and can pass the House as well. I don’t think we should shut the 
government down. I think we should come to an agreement here. We should stay here and do 
our work until the question of Dreamers is resolved and until we have some agreement on 
budgets as well. And I want to thank Cory for having been part of this group. 
2:08 
GARDNER 
Thank you. And I commend Michael for the work that he’s been doing as part of these 
conversations. But really this is kind of a unique-to-Colorado situation. Two senators from the 
same state being a part of these talks, these bipartisan talks. No other state can say that. No 
other state has that level of participation, and I think the fact that we’re having this 
conversation today, about a very important what should be bipartisan solution, is truly unique 
to Colorado. I wish more of these conversations were taking place around the country. I wish 
more of these conversations were taking place between senators of differing states, senators 
within the same states. So I do think we have a very unique opportunity, in Colorado, to lead on 
a very important issue to people across our great state. 
2:46 
GARDNER 
Michael, Senator Bennet laid out the four ideas the president put forward, challenged us to 
accomplish at a meeting at the White House last week, and laid out the gives and takes, about 
how we can come up with a solution that meets what the president has said. Border security – 
yes. Opportunities to address this Dreamer population – yes. What we can do to address the 
visa lottery. What we can do to address the issue of “chain migration,” as the president has 



said. So these are things that we have worked hard to accomplish over the last several months, 
and look forward to growing support on both sides of the aisle for this solution. 
***QUESTIONS*** 
3:48 
CPR  
Dems taking harder line in last 12 hours on trying to make sure DACA is protected under gov’t 
funding measure. Do you favor some sort of months-long extension to keep working or? 
4:27 
BENNET 
First of all, I don’t think we need an extension. I think we’ve done the work. The legislation is 
introduced. From my point of view, having sat through four months of negotiations, I have a 
pretty good sense of what the gives and the takes have been. I think Washington will always 
look for an excuse not to act. I think we should act. I think if people are trying to get to yes 
instead of getting to no, they will. Which is why we are continuing to try to build support, and 
we are building support for the proposal. As I said earlier, I don’t think we should leave 
Washington until this issue is resolved. And I think most people feel that way as well, so we’ll 
see what happens. 
5:19 
BENNET 
From my point of view, I don’t think there’s any reason to have a one-month extension. I think 
that we should figure out a way to get this deal done this week, and if we can’t do that, we 
should stay here till we’re done. 
6:13 
CBS4 
Are you going to vote against a spending bill that doesn’t have DACA in it? 
6:23 
BENNET 
Yeah I’m going to vote against a spending bill that doesn’t have DACA in it. But I don’t think that 
should lead to the shutdown. We should be here until we’re done with the work. 
6:40 
GARDNER 
I’ll support a continuing resolution to fund the government. I think we can continue to work on 
our four-part plan, gain support for it from Republicans and Democrats. I think that’s what’s 
necessary to get the president to sign this legislation. Michael and I have spent time over in the 
House of Representatives to both Republicans and Democrats talking about this idea. Taking 
questions from them to gain support in the House of Representatives. We’ll continue to work 
with our colleagues here to come up with enough numbers to have that strong basis of 
bipartisan support to get it out of both the House and the Senate and on to the president’s 
desk. 
7:12 
GARDNER 
And so when it comes to the work that needs to be done, I completely agree with Senator 
Bennet that we need to get our work done here in Washington, D.C. In fact, both Senator 
Bennet and I have introduced legislation together that if there is a lapse in government funding, 



what Senator Bennet said is exactly what’d happen. We stay here, we do our jobs, and we get 
our job done. People can’t pack up their sticks and go home. They can’t go to their respective 
political corners and just retreat. They’ve got to stay in Washington; they’ve got to stay in the 
Senate; they’ve got to stay in the House and get the job done for the American people. 
7:38 
BENNET 
And Shaun, let me just say also, that what has been proposed from the House is a piece of 
legislation that hasn’t been negotiated with a single person on my side of the aisle. You’ve got a 
two-week extension with a suggested funding of CHIP, which is important, but that’s only one 
issue. And DACA is one, it’s obviously in many ways the most important issue, but there are 
many other issues that are at work here that we need to find a way to address in a bipartisan 
negotiation. And I just don’t see why we want to have that negotiation two weeks from now 
instead of now. And if we do it for another two weeks, then another two weeks after that, then 
another two weeks after that. 
8:29 
BENNET 
As I mentioned this morning, Lindsey Graham, I have complete sympathy with his view that 
these CRs themselves are having a very detrimental effect on our military preparedness. 
Because we can’t keep the government open for more than two weeks at a time, our Defense 
Department can’t fulfill the contracts it has to maintain aircraft to keep them flying. And when 
aircraft are not flying, we can’t train the pilots that we need to be ready if there is something 
that we’ve got to do in the Middle East or on the Korean Peninsula, or around the world. 
9:04 
BENNET 
I just, for one, am sick and tired of the fecklessness of the way this Congress works, and I think 
that we should demand something better. Which is why I’ve, on the other hand, had the chance 
to work with Senator Gardner as the only state out of 50 states with two senators forging a 
bipartisan agreement over four months. That’s the way this place ought to work all the time, 
and I think that’s why we’re going to get support for our proposal. 
9:35 
GARDNER 
And I would just reflect what Senator Bennet said. Colorado is seeing this slow-motion train 
wreck play out and what we’re trying to do together—Republican, Democrat, two senators for 
the same state. We agree on a lot, we’re going to disagree on things. But the fact is we’re both 
here to do this work, to get our job done, to address a very serious immigration issue in a way 
that the president can support, can sign. A way that Republicans and Democrats can agree to it 
to get the job done for our budget, our funding of government. We’re doing it together because 
this is what the people of Colorado sent us here to do. And I just, again, wish that more 
delegations across the country were having these same conversations. 
10:25 
GJ DAILY SENTINEL 
Where we stand on bill right now – what happens from here? 
10:49 
GARDNER 



What we have to do, Gary, is continue to grow support for our measure, this bipartisan 
proposal that we’ve put together. We’ve added 3 or 4 Republican senators over the past 
several days; several Democrat senators have come on board with it. We’ll continue to grow 
that support to find a solution. As the president talked about, the four things he needed were 
border security; addressing the DACA population, the Dreamers; addressing the visa diversity 
lottery, the lottery issues; as well as making sure that we address what the president calls 
“chain migration” issues. So we’ll continue to do that, continue to help people understand what 
it is we’re doing, the bipartisan compromise we’ve put together. That, right now, is moving in 
its own direction. Obviously the funding bill will come over from the House at some point today 
or tomorrow, and that, right now, appears to be two separate issues that we’ll have to address. 
11:39 
GJDS 
Time is a wasting… 
11:42 
BENNET 
That’s our point as well. 
11:55 
BLAIR MILLER DENVER7 
At this point, what is the whip count looking like on this and is this just something you’re 
waiting for Senator McConnell to bring up on the floor? 
12:10 
GARDNER 
As I mentioned, there were a number of Republican senators who joined our efforts yesterday, 
in the past several days. And we’ll continue to gain more. What the exact whip count is, I don’t 
know what that would be as we continue to go out and talk to people about what their needs 
are. And so we’ll continue to work on getting as many people as we can in both the House and 
Senate to support it. 
12:28 
BENNET 
We met, Cory and I spent an hour, 9 to 10, on Tuesday night with 35 members of the House – 
Democrats and Republicans — who were trying to learn about the proposal. The same group of 
people, plus another 15 or so people, were over on the Senate side today meeting with 
senators that were also in our Gang of Six. So there’s a lot of interest on the House side too. 
And there isn’t any other bipartisan alternative that has a possibility of passing. I think people 
have come to understand that this is, for the moment anyway, the only game in town, that it 
makes it more likely that people are going to want to vote for it or figure out a way to get it 
across the finish line. 
13:20 
BLAIR MILLER DENVER7 
The border wall funding in the proposal is far apart from what the president now says he wants. 
Is that a pie in the sky dream from the president? 
13:29 
GARDNER 



Let’s be clear: What we put in the bill was exactly what the president has requested. (BENNET: 
Exactly.) And so we put a figure of $1.6 billion in the wall. That was the president’s 2018 
appropriations request. That just represented the “border wall system,” as the president calls 
it. We also had an additional $1.1 billion in it that addressed issues of technology, that address 
the issues of access roads, those kind of things. There are discussions about what more can be 
done. And certainly, that’s the kind of feedback we’re looking for and hoping for: what is that 
right number? How do we get to that right number so we can have that bipartisan success. So 
as we have said, this is what the president requested, and we continue to respect the 
president’s wishes on this. 
14:10 
BENNET 
And it’s important to note that in order to get that budget allocation, he needs 60 votes in the 
Senate. So he needs Republicans and Democrats. And what we’ve said is not, ‘You get half of 
what you asked for.’ We said, ‘You get what you asked for. $1.6 billion.’ Which is based, I think 
in part, on what the recommendations were from people that actually work on the border for a 
living. So I think it was important to both Republicans and Democrats in this negotiation that we 
not waste money, and that the other proposals that we make related to fencing, and related to 
technology, and relate to retaining border security officers – all of which, I think, we feel are 
important components of border security.  
14:53 
BENNET 
Like with many areas of immigration, there’s a consensus that we need to secure the border. 
There’s nobody here that doesn’t – well almost nobody here that doesn’t think we need to 
support the border. I think there’s a question about whether the wall is the most effective way 
to do it. But there’s an acknowledgment in this deal that the president ran for office, and won 
office, saying that’s what he was going to do, and so it seemed appropriate to accept his 
request in this transaction. 
15:29 
BENNET 
I’d also say, and this is from my point of view, I think senators here can stand on their own two 
feet and decide whether or not they think this proposal is the right proposal. I think that if 
they’re waiting for the White House to tell them exactly what they will take to settle the deal, I 
think it’s likely that they will wait in vain, and it’s likely that we won’t meet the deadline that 
we’re trying to get achieved. 
16:12 
9NEWS 
President’s tweets on impact on military – does president understand impact of gov’t 
shutdown? 
16:33 
GARDNER 
I have read the news accounts of what the president tweeted. It’s my understand that the 
president supports the short-term continuing resolution. And let me just talk about what it 
means, right now, to pass a continuing resolution versus not funding at this point. We have this 
process in place called sequestration that is basically a ratchet effect, where if something 



doesn’t pass like a continuing resolution, then the sequestration takes over and it would start 
ratcheting down funding for the military. Passing with a continuing resolution—while certainly 
not a perfect solution—would prevent those devastating cuts from occurring to the military. So 
that’s what it would do, and I think that’s what the president is supporting today regardless of 
what the tweet may have said this morning. 
17:22 
9NEWS 
Both sitting together talking about DACA, can you agree on other things going into 
“comprehensive immigration reform?” 
17:40 
BENNET 
Thinking for myself, I think absolutely. I was part of the Gang of Eight that negotiated the 
bipartisan immigration bill in the Senate several years ago that got 68 votes in the Senate. And I 
believe, had we passed it through the House and had the president signed it, we wouldn’t be 
dealing with an awful lot of this stuff we’re dealing with right now. Cory was actually new to 
this group. He was in the House when we negotiated that bill. But most of the people that were 
in this Gang of Six—in fact the rest of us had all been members of the Gang of Eight before—
and core to this negotiation that there were things that Republicans wanted out of this 
negotiation, but they were going to have to wait until we can do something for the broader 
population of people that are here. The things Democrats wanted to do, Republicans said you 
have to wait until we’re doing something more comprehensive on border security.  
18:46 
BENNET 
And because we had been through it all together before, I think almost in shorthand, we were 
able to say, ‘OK these are the appropriate things we should be negotiating.’ Now we should 
keep the deal—we had described it as small so that we could deal with it in a second phase. 
And I’m very confident that Republicans and Democrats of good will can come to an agreement 
to fix our broken immigration system. 
19:14 
GARDNER 
And I think one of the opportunities we have today to address this immigration challenge, of 
course, on DACA is the fact we can build trust with the American people. Building trust with the 
American people that we can do this in a way that’s responsible; do this in a way that brings the 
border security that so many people want and agree on; that we can do this in a way where 
Republicans and Democrats give and take. And do this in a way that will result in a good policy 
so we don’t find ourselves here—in 10 or 15 or 20 years down the road—having the same 
arguments about the same issues, about the same challenges and why we’re in this current or 
crisis.  
19:49 
GARDNER  
So building that trust in the American people, I believe, leads us to then more to be done. 
Everybody agrees -- if you look at the population of people who came to this country without 
documentation, 40+ percent came with a valid visa but overstayed their visa, and yet we don’t 
have a system in place equipped to deal and address with that situation. So these are things 



that we can find together, that we can actually use this moment, solve a big challenge, use that 
to then move on to more, and prove to the American people that we can build the trust to 
address our nation’s great challenges of an immigration system that certainly needs to be fixed.  
20:23 
BENNET 
That’s actually a perfect example. You know, if we had been able to pass the bill that we 
worked on before, we’d be well on the way to addressing the issue of the visa overstays that 
Cory was just talking about, which is 40 percent of the people that are here that are 
undocumented. We’d be well on the way to doing a tremendous amount of border security 
because both the Democrats and the Republicans that worked on that deal believed that 
border security was very important, that there were places on the border that really needed to 
be shored up. In the end, we didn’t get to do that. So I think we’re much better off now to do 
this incremental step that’s in front of us, to do it now, and then move on to the broader 
conversation. 
  
 


